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In the United States enough milk is produced annually to 
fill a river 3,000 miles long, 40 feet wide, and 3 feet deep. 
In 1945 the nation’s farmers received over $3 billions 
from their sales of milk and cream; $145,428,000 of that 
vast amount of cash went to Illinois farms. Ranking fifth 
among the states in that year, Illinois production from 
over ‘one million cows, valued at close to $140,000,000, 
was 2,687 million quarts. 

Milk is one of the oldest known foods. There are 
records of cows being milked in 9000 B.C. The Bible con- 
tains many references to milk, and Sanskrit writings 
6,000 years old mention milk as one of the most essential 
foods. On his second voyage in 1495 Columbus brought 
cows and other farm animals to the West Indies. The 
first cows in the United States were brought over to 
Jamestown in 1611, and others which arrived at Plymouth 
in 1624 gave the American dairy industry its start. 

When the frontier moved westward cows followed the 
covered wagons. In 1850, milk cows were distributed 
throughout Illinois chiefly according to human population, 
as the early settlers kept just enough to supply their own 
needs. Cook County with 8,596 milk cows ranked first, and 
there were only 23 counties having more than 4,000; forty 
years later only 13 of the 102 counties had less than 4,000. 
In 1945 there were 1,192,000 milk cows in the State, and 
McHenry was the leading county with 52,000. 

Of the nation’s total milk supply in 1945, 46.8 per cent 
was used as fluid milk and cream, 27.3 per cent as butter, 
8.9 per cent as cheese, 7.1 per ceni as evaporated and con- 
densed milk, 3.9 per cent as ice cream, and the remainder 
as dried milk and in a wide variety of industrial products 
such as textiles, plastics, paint, glue, pharmaceuticals, 
dyes, and explosives. In that year Illinois production 
ranked second in American Cheddar cheese, fourth in 
condensed and evaporated milk, fifth in ice cream, and 
sixth in creamery butter. 

The consumption of fluid milk has increased in the 
past few decades because of the growth of population and 
arise in the general scale of living. There is a. large 
market for fluid milk in Illinois, which contains the 
greater part of the Chicago and St. Louis mifksheds, two 
of the largest in the United States. Milk to be, used fresh 
is produced near the city supplied, since its bulk makes 
shipment for any great distance costly, and its perish- 





























MILK AND DAIRY PRODUCTS 


ability requires that it should not be more than 12 hours 
old when delivered. Therefore, the largest specialized 
milk-producing areas in the State are located in the 
northern and southwestern sections. 

Ice cream, which has been a favorite dessert since 
Roman cooks sweetened and flavored snow with milk, 
honey, and fruit juices for the Emperor Nero, is also 
produced chiefly where population is dense enough to 
provide good market outlets. In 1945, over 1,000 Illinois 
plants produced 28,440,000 gallons of ice cream. Approx- 
imately 150 plants, located in all parts of the State, pro- 
duced 65,049,000 pounds of creamery butter in 1945. Since 
around 1900, when mechanical separators for farm use 
were introduced, creameries have provided a wide outlet 
for cream even in sparsely populated areas. 

Illinois was one of the early leaders in the condensed 
milk industry. In 1862 the first milk condensery plant in 
the State was opened at Elgin by Gail Borden, inventor 
of the process for condensing milk in vacuum. Evaporated 
milk in hermetically sealed cans was first produced com- 
mercially in the United States in 1885 at Highland, IIli- 
nois. Because of the very large requirements for military 
and lend-lease purposes, the output of condensed and 
evaporated milk in Illinois increased twice as much during 
World War II as it had during the two previous decades. 
In 1943, 205,760,980 pounds of evaporated and 66,438,411 
pounds of condensed milk were produced. 

One of the outstanding developments in the State’s 
dairy industry in recent years has been the expansion in 
the cheese industry. Production of cheese in Illinois in- 
creased from less than 5 million pounds in 1919 to over 
12 million pounds in 1929, and reached a peak of almost 
85 million pounds in 1942. Ten times as much cottage 
cheese, a profitable and nutritious dairy by-product, was 
produced in 1944 as in 1921 in Illinois, having increased 
from 1,287,000 to 12,102,000 pounds. The State is one of 
the leaders in the manufacture of another by-product, 
condensed buttermilk, having ranked second in 1944, with 
production of 15 per cent of the nation’s output. 

Even though dairying has to compete with other farm 
enterprises in the State, resources are available to expand 
milk production when economic conditions are favorable 
and to maintain the position of Illinois as one of the 
nation’s leading dairy states. 
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Our Export Boom 


Exports from the United States during the first six 
months of this year were at the highest level in history, 
For the first half of the year, they were running at an 
annual rate of $15 billions as compared with $9.7 billions 
in 1946, and an average of $3 billions for the period 
1936-38. The annual rate of exports during the fabulous 
export boom of the first six months of 1947 was even 
greater than that for 1943 and 1944 when we were send- 
ing large quantities of goods to our allies under the lend- 
lease program. During the first full year of lend-lease in 
1944 exports shot up to $12.9 billions and climbed still 
higher to $14.3 billions in 1945. 

On the surface, the country’s large volume of ex- 
ports would seem to be a highly favorable circumstance; 
but when examined with reference to its implications, the 
situation gives cause for concern. This is true notwith- 
standing the fact that export trade in the amount of $15 
billions annually is less than 7 per cent of the country’s 
current yearly gross production of $225 billions. 

One of the major causes for concern about our foreign 
trade situation is the large gap that exists between ex- 
ports and imports. Although we exported goods during the 
first six months of 1947 at an annual rate of $15 billions, 
our imports were at a rate of only $5.7 billions, or $9.3 
billions less than our exports. We shipped to the countries 
of Western Europe about eight times as much as we 
bought from them, while the ratio of exports to imports 
in our trade with Canada and Latin America was approxi- 
mately two to one. 

For this country to have a so-called favorable balance 
of trade is not an unusual situation. As a matter of fact, 
we have sold more goods abroad than we have bought each 
year since 1875. The unusual feature of the 1947 export 
boom is the large margin by which exports exceed im- 
ports. Exports during the first six months of 1947 were 
164 per cent larger than imports, whereas total exports 
for the 1936-38 period exceeded imports by only 19 
per cent. 

The current large margin of exports over imports 
would not present a serious problem if the countries that 
are buying more from us than they are selling to us had 
a favorable balance of trade with other countries or if 
they had large resources in the form of gold, dollar 


credits, or income from foreign investments and 
sources. For many decades prior to World War I Britain 
prospered with an unfavorable balance of trade. Thi 
condition was possible because she had income froy 
foreign investments and other sources sufficient to offse 
her trade deficit. The prosecution of two great wars 
within a quarter of a century has seriously deplete 
Britain’s holding of foreign investments and has mark. 
edly reduced her other incomes from abroad. Other 
countries that have been importing large quantities of 
goods from us have only limited holdings of gold ang 
dollar exchange. This country, as a matter of fact, owns 
or controls at least three-fifths of the world’s totaj 
monetary gold stocks. With inadequate means of pay. 
ment, England and the countries of Western Europe are 
confronted with an abnormally great need for food, 
clothing, machinery, and materials for reconstruction. 

Of the excess of exports over imports of $9.3 billions 
for the first six months of 1947, more than half was 
financed by the United States through loans and gifts, 
Despite the liberal aid provided by this country the 
dollar exchange supplies of our foreign customers have 
been rapidly declining. At the end of August, Britain 
had called upon the United States for all but $400 millions 
of the $3,750 million credit extended in July, 1946. During 
the first eight months of this year, $2,750 millions of 
the loan was used. When the credit was advanced it was 
supposed to keep Britain going until 1950. Britain's 
rapidly deteriorating financial situation has made it im- 
possible for her to continue to permit foreign holders of 
pounds sterling freely to convert pounds into dollars. Free 
convertibility was undertaken on July 15 of this year in 
accordance with the terms of the Anglo-American Finan- 
cial Agreement, but the scramble for dollars was so great 
that the privilege was discontinued on August 20. 

As a result of these developments, Britain is facing 
a crisis in her economic affairs. Prompt action will be 
necessary to deal with the problem. Steps have already 
been taken to reduce imports, an example of which is 
the restrictions recently placed upon American tobacco 
and motion pictures. Discussions are in progress between 
the representatives of this country and British officials 
relative to relaxation of the terms of the loan agreement. 
In order to conserve dollar credits, France and several 
other countries of Western Europe have adopted meas- 
ures to reduce imports. The critical situation in England 
and on the Continent may speed up consideration of the 
“Marshall Plan,” which proposes aid for rehabilitation 
and reconstruction to war-devastated countries that have 
entered the plan. 

Canada and Latin-American countries have also 
bought heavily from us during the past year, but their 
resources for payment have also been declining fast. It is 
estimated that the balances of Latin-American countries 
have been used up in recent months at a rate exceeding 
$100 millions a month. Canada is currently using dollars 
at a rate of about $900 millions a year above the rate at 
which she is accumulating them. 

The over-all situation with reference to exports is 
obviously unsound and unhealthy, and a decline in ex- 
ports in the near future is probable. The situation will 
no doubt be bolstered by loans under the Marshall Plan, 
as well as by other advances. Such loans must be regarded 
only as a stopgap, with the real solution dependent upon 
the restoration of healthy economic conditions in the 


countries involved and upon the removal of obstructions. 


to international trade. 
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A slight decline in general business activity in August 
was attributable chiefly to excessive heat which caused 
several foundries and automobile plants to suspend opera- 
tions for a few days and resulted in small decreases in 
the rate of steel operations; the latter were just a little 
helow 93 per cent of capacity toward the end of the 
month. Automobile and truck production averaged 85,600 
ynits weekly; the passenger car production average, 
which stood at about 13,500 for each working day in the 
frst seven months of the year, was nearly a thousand 
ynits a day less during the first half of August. 
Commodity prices climbed steadily throughout the 
month. The BLS index for 889 principal commodities, in 
its ninth consecutive weekly advance, hit a new postwar 
peak for the seventh successive week, reaching 154.0 on 
August 30, 4.3 per cent above a month earlier and 20.1 
per cent above a year ago. The general index for 28 sensi- 
tive basic commodities increased 0.3 per cent from 305.6 
on August 1 to 306.6 on August 30, while the index for 
foodstuffs rose from 363.2 to 372.9, a gain of 2.7 per cent. 
According to the Department of Agriculture, farm 
parity prices in the month ended August 15 reached a 
new all-time peak of 235 per cent of the 1910-14 average. 
At the same time the index of prices paid by farmers, 
including taxes and interest, was 16 per cent higher than 
for the corresponding period last year, while the index 
of prices received by farmers remained the same as a 
month earlier at 276. In the grain markets, corn rose to 
the highest price in history, selling at more than $2.50 
a bushel. With the weather a dominant factor, the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics on August 15 revised its Au- 
gust 1 corn production forecast downward by 223,000,000 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— AUGUST 


bushels. The estimated 2,437,000,000-bushel crop was the 
lowest recently reported, and if borne out would mark the 
lowest production for any year since 1936. 

On August 24 the Department of Commerce reported 
that per capita income for the country as a whole last 
year reached a new high of $1,200, more than double the 
$575 average for 1940 and 9 per cent above the 1945 
figure. The Bureau of Labor Statistics estimates that 
hourly earnings of factory workers in the first half of 
this year increased slightly more than 5 per cent, as 
compared with an increase of 8 per cent in the same 
period last year. However, today a worker earning $48.50 
a week, and having a wife and two children, takes home 
$47 after tax deductions, and this $47 will buy only $30 
worth of goods in terms of 1939 dollars. 

The volume of consumer credit, which has been rising 
to a new high each month for some time, increased to 
a total of $11,060,000,000 outstanding at the end of July. 
During that month a seasonal decline of $95,000,000 in 
charge accounts was offset by a gain of $142,000,000 in 
installment sales credit and installment loans, last form 
of credit still under control. On August 8 President 
Truman, with considerable misgiving, signed legislation 
under which credit control is scheduled to end November 
1. Early in the month he also signed into law a bill 
freezing the social security tax at 1 per cent each for 
employers and employees until January 1, 1950, and 
another bill continuing support prices on domestic wool 
at the 1946 level until December 31, 1948. The latter bill 
did not contain the provision authorizing import fees on 
foreign wool, which had resulted in the veto of an earlier 
wool support measure. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— AUGUST 


According to the State Division of Vital Statistics, the 
best way to bolster the Illinois birth rate is to maintain a 
high level of prosperity. In 1945 Illinois, with 138,000 
births, had the lowest birth rate of any state including the 
District of Columbia. Illinois had a record high of 171,000 
births in 1946 but since the rate increased throughout the 
country the State’s relative position was about the same 
as in the preceding year. Births are now exceeding deaths 
by a comfortable margin ; however, if there should happen 
to be a population shift out of the State, Illinois would 
not be in a healthy condition. 

Various steps which will help to maintain a high level 
of prosperity have been undertaken by Illinois concerns. 
Particularly good examples are the efforts of the A. E. 
Staley Manufacturing Company of Decatur and the Pea- 
body Coal Company of Chicago. The Staley Company 
recently issued a statement of policy to its employees and 
stockholders for the purpose of enabling both groups “to 
understand better the principles on which the company 
is managed.” The corn processing firm states that it will 
pay a fair day’s wage for a fair day’s work and pledges 
to pay wages equal to or above those paid for similar 
work in its community or prevalent in its industry. It 
defines “a fair day’s work” as meaning “workmanlike 
completion of assigned tasks by an employee possessing 
the ability to perform such tasks.” The company con- 
cludes by saying that it expects to conduct itself in such 
a way that it may continue to merit the work, thought, 
and loyalty of its employees, which have been responsible 
for its growth and prosperity. Thus, the Staley Company, 
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by fostering better industrial relations, is encouraging its 
workers to produce more efficiently and thereby the eco- 
uomic condition of Illinois will be bettered. 

The Peabody Company is constructing three new coal 
mines in Illinois —one is to be in Saline County north- 
west of Harrisburg, one near Pana, and the other fifteen 
miles west of Taylorville. The Taylorville mine is ex- 
pected to be the largest producer in the State; it is de- 
signed to yield 10,500 tons a working shift and at present 
the company is planning to use two shifts a day. Ap- 
proximately 1,200 will be employed in this mine. The 
Taylorville and Pana mines are said to be the first com- 
pletely new shaft mines planned which will employ numer- 
ous new safety devices and production machines tested 
and proved in older mines throughout the country in the 
last few years. Both will use compressed air cartridges 
instead of explosives to break the coal in the vein and 
both will use mechanical loaders to place the coal on 
trucks after it has been broken. The Pana mine will em- 
ploy about 500 persons and the scheduled output is to be 
6,000 tons in each working shift. The Saline County mine, 
smallest of the three, is a slope mine which will employ 
from 200 to 300 persons and will produce 2,500 tons a 
shift — only one shift a day is now contemplated. 

The 501 Illinois state banks in operation on June 30, 
when the last state call was issued, reported total re- 
sources of $3,143,021,644, an increase of 4.8 per cent over 
the March 29 figure for 496 banks, and total deposits of 
$2,965,382,981, an increase of 5.7 per cent over the figure 
for the preceding call date. 
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Percentage Changes July, 1946, to July, 1947 


General Summary 


Most of the annual increases and decreases for July con- 
tinued in about the same pattern as June, with the im- 
portant exception of the building industry. Monthly 
changes showed considerable variation, ranging from 
a single large gain of 45.5 per cent through numerous 
small changes to a 7.0 per cent decline. 

Building permits showed the greatest activity in July, 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 











July, 1947 
Percentage Ind 
Indicators Change from 1935. 
1939 = 
July June 

1946 | 1947 | 100 

NS ee wees] $12.8 | — 5.2] 271.5 
ee +61.0 | +45.5 | 598.8 
Coal preGuction®. ..4ccccccccsese) amas | + 1.7 1 243.5 
Construction contracts awarded‘...| +27.0 | — 4.6] 311.1 
Department store sales in Chicago®..} +16.0}| — 7.0] ..... 
Employment, manufacturing?.....| + 4.0 | — 1.6] 127.8 
ee cere +14.9] + 3.5] 269.2 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’....| —10.8 | + 4.8 | 179.7 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?......... +16.5 | — 2.6} 270.0 
Petroleum production®............ —14.2} — 0.4] 249.3 














* Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; ” Illinois 
Department of Labor; "Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; * F. W. Dodge Corporation; * Bureau of the Census; 
* Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; ‘Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; * State Geological Survey. 


as summer weather and no prospect of price declines jp 
the near future caused an upsurge of 45.5 per cent in the 
month to a level 61.0 per cent above that of a year ago, 
Construction contracts dropped slightly from the June 
level but were also high annually. Pay rolls and employ. 
ment were lower than last month, and bank debits ang 
farm prices also showed smaller annual margins. Con. 
tinued month-to-month increases in the latter were indj- 
cated by crop reports and grain and livestock quotations, 
however. Coal production, although above the low June 
figure, showed a large annual decline as vacations and 
shorter hours cut into working time at the mines. 





WHOLESALE PRICES 


Another and larger increase, 1.9 per cent in the month, 
brought the BLS index of 889 commodities at wholesale 
to 150.8 in July, a new record postwar peak. The annual 
margin of 20.9 per cent, however, was the smallest re- 
ported since last September. 

Chemicals and allied products was the only group to 
show a decline in the month as prices on drugs and 
pharmaceuticals and oils and fats continued to fall. Bitu- 
minous coal increases following the new wage settlement 
led the upsurge in fuel and lighting material prices, 38 
per cent, with higher quotations on coke, anthracite, and 
crude petroleum, also. Large increases in pig iron prices 
toward the end of the month were reflected only partially 
in the metals and metal products index for July, but can 
be expected to push up the August figure. Foods were 
up 3.3 per cent, as fluid milk prices rose substantially in 
accordance with marketing agreements and butter and 
cheese appeared in short supply. Meat prices reflected the 
smaller hog receipts, although cow, steer, and lamb quota- 
tions were beginning to dip by the end of the month. 
Prices on hides and leather products also advanced with 
the decline in the rate of slaughter as tanners sought to 
replenish stocks. 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 























July, 1947 
Percentage Change 
Commodity from Index 
1926= 
July June 100 
194 1947 

All commodities............ +20.9 +1.9 150.8 

Dts MONE 6 oes neg Sena +15,5 +2.0 181.4 

Re Spa +19.2 +3.3 167.1 

Hides and leather products... .}| +26.3 +3.0 178.4 

co a re +18.1 +0.4 139.5 

Fuel and lighting materials..... +19.5 +3.8 107.9 

Metals and meta! products..... +26.9 +0.8 143.8 

Building materials............ +33.6 +0.7 176.5 

Chemicals and allied products..| +19.6 —1.2 118.8 

Housefurnishing goods........ +16.0 +0.5 129.8 

Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +15.1 +0.7 116.6 

Raw materials. « .occcesscce ss +16.2 +2.8 164.7 

Semimanufactured articles... .. +33.4 +0.8 147.0 

Manufactured articles......... +21.7 +1.7 144.7 
All commodities other than 

eee +22.5 +1.9 143.9 
All commodities other than 

farm products and foods.....| +22.2 +1.4 133.8 





Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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FINANCE 


Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for b 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
since great transfers of funds take place between those 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 


Postal Receipts 


(Postal receipts are considered an easy and fairly reliable 
measure of | business conditions, since their fluctua- 
tions over a period of time follow to a considerable extent 
the ups and downs of business in general.) 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 



































than Chicago are significant to the businessman.) cattle 
Debits totaling $8,462,997,000 for July were reported ercen — ange 
by banks in fifteen Illinois cities, a drop of 5.2 per cent City July 
from the June volume but 12.8 per cent greater than a 1947 July June 
year ago. Monthly declines were greatest in Elgin (6.3 1946 1947 
per cent) and Rockford (6.2 per cent), whereas Danville Alton $ 17.529 + 2.3 + 1.5 
and Moline reported fair-sized advances. Annually, Moline , NE i +10.7 — 84 
debits were up more than 50 per cent, far ahead of all se Sdagiie bo nrounee i aa re +25 
ins, which g t oomington............. 8 — 1. +18.5 
vaghisg $, which ranged from 58 per cent to 22 (eerie 6.462 | +3.0 | + 6.4 
i 0 : : COINS sn acnnachede-s 8,265 — 6.2 + 3.9 
Monthly declines for the Chicago and St. Louis Gaia 0.02202! 127116 | 413.5 | +13.0 
Federal Reserve districts were slightly greater than the Champaign.............. 30358 412.1 —23.2 
0.8 per cent drop for the nation as a whole. July, 1946- OO a ree 6,960,327 +13.3 — 1.1 
July, 1947 gains, however, were much smaller for all Danville................. 32,784 +16.0 — 3.6 
twelve districts combined than for the two midwestern DCRtee. 6... svecccccesa nt SERS + 7.2 — 4.3 
areas, with advances of 14.6 per cent for Chicago and a ees and National oe es 426 +81 
5 is distri 2 ea : , 
58 per cent for the St. Louis district. ai ipaallal eOee 37,300 | —12.4 | —20.8 
a Se eee 25,351 +16.1 + 7.1 
Life Insurance Sales pat cots een eerd pres pas ra 
LS, pre ere ‘ ; q 
(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- Joliet..... : paid admin’ 36,827 +10.9 —29.5 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because NS ci Say vedi Wen aa 20 ,065 +29.8 + 3.7 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) Marion.............+.-.- 5,225 +12.8 + 4.5 
July sales of ordinary life insurance in Illinois were Moline ............++++-- 45 ,603 +37.0 + 0.5 
up on a monthly basis for the first time since March, ad- Mount Vernon........... 9,339 - 9.2 — 3.4 
vancing 4.8 per cent to a level of $84,850,000, but were aa aaa he CoRR Rees aie + 4.7 +10.4 
still 10.8 per cent below the level of a year ago. In the ha a tee yt : a's + Te 
United States, sales rose a slight 1.8 per cent from June, SS peer ie. 97°571 + 7.3 — 4.9 
dropping 9.9 per cent annually. Cumulative sales for a 42,482 +26.6 i 
January-July, 1947, were down 5.2 per cent in Illinois and anh inane et 151,878 +25.7 +13.1 
5.6 per cent in the nation from the volume in the same eee RETRO 15,012 —20.9 —31.6 
period of 1946. West Frankfort........... 4,963 — 7.1 +17.8 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 
a a «ar sm 
1947, from 
, July July June wy: , 
City 1947 1946 1947 
July June 
1946 1947 
ee ee ee eee $8,462,997 $7,501,911 $8,928,363 +12.8 - §.2 
EN eee eee ee cee 21,912 18,211 21,981 +20.3 - @.3 
om... PEEL IG CREAN: 30,334 25,729 28,751 +89 t 5.5 
DAUOMNRED. 0. 6h 6c cevdenvesecescaceses 31,496 28,915 33,392 + 8.9 = $.7 
pala ea ENE EARS CE A TPS 7,722,659 6,889,050 8,189,979 +12.1 - 5.9 
aie Ey ene Ere tn Speen Se eee ee ty pig pk +3 +4 
ee Ric's Ae anda k vimana d aR hace weiss a a’ 57a +25. + 2. 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 110,541 87 ,363 107 ,018 +26.5 + 3.3 
BG saris: Tjatdtcesestndsitet edie onic’ 19,839 17,947 21,182 +10.5 - 6.3 
cdl dol, Gus becca ketene ice ee tens 35,122 33,196 34,455 + 5.8 + 1.9 
Moline Pe Te ee Te Te ee ee eee 25,711 17 ,069 23 ,654 +50.6 + 8.7 
i aniielaiipraunsyesnoiewavedinectinctaxccne: 161,647 140,333 165,432 +15.2 = 29 
Quincy ._ dite inte SOLA a AL evens tat aoataeed 26,405 20,736 25,013 +52 + $.6 
TT ree eo ee ree ; — 6. 
I hie bP oat. >< detlen thu Gadbeon oi iad oneee 63,079 51,571 62,788 +22.3 + 0.5 




















Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


Output declines resulting from mew shorter hours, 
coupled with the general week’s vacation period at the 
beginning of the month, kept July coal production in IIli- 
nois down to 29.3 per cent below last year’s figure. The 
92 mines reported total output of 4,126,903 tons, up a 
slight 1.7 per cent from the 1947 low in June. 

An average of 18 days was worked in the month by 
23,273 men. Strip-mine production jumped 65 per cent 
between June and July in the 31 reporting mines, whereas 
61 shaft mines showed a 17 per cent drop in output, with 
only 2,568,038 tons for the month. 

In the first seven months of 1947 production reached 
a total of 35,515,231 tons in Illinois, 10.5 per cent above 
the volume during the comparable period of 1946. 


Petroleum 


Oil and gas fields in Illinois reported only a slight drop 
of 04 per cent in petroleum production between June 
and July. The July figure, 5,616,000 barrels, was 14.2 
per cent below that of a year ago, however, the greatest 
annual decline reported this year. Cumulated output for 
January-July, 1947, 39,998,000 barrels, was also 9.0 per 
cent below that for the comparable period in 1946. 

There were 98 new producing wells completed in July, 
seven more than in June but fourteen fewer than in 
July, 1946. Aggregate figures show 621 new wells in the 
first seven months of this year as compared with 768 
in the same months of 1946. 


Electric Power 
(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Production of power by electric utilities in Illinois for 
public use dropped to 1,210,054,000 kilowatt hours in 
June, down 3.3 per cent from the May figure but up 10.1 
per cent for the year as both fuels and water power 
showed sizable gains. Industrial establishments reported 
similar “fuels” and “total” gains, but a decline in the 
use of water power. 

Output for the United States dropped only 2.6 per cent 
in the month as average daily production increased. The 
June figure of 20,243,817,000 kilowatt hours, highest 
June total on record, was 14.9 per cent above that of a 
year ago. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 

Valuations of building permits jumped 45.5 per cent 
between June and July, with a sizable increase in the 


number of large projects. The July figure of $34,547,998 
was also 61.0 per cent above the level of valuations a year 
ago. 
On a monthly basis new residential building increased 
21.4 per cent and new nonresidential construction almost 
trebled, whereas additions, alterations, repairs, and in. 
stallations dropped 10.8 per cent. 

Annually, gains ranging from 24.2 per cent for resj- 
dential construction to 141.0 per cent for nonresidential 
building were reported for all three groups. 

Twenty-six large projects received permits to build 
in Illinois in July, ten of them in the city of Chicago, 
These included three apartment buildings to accommodate 
18, 24, and 48 families, respectively, a research laboratory, 
a school, stores, a church, a factory addition, offices, and 
a factory. Permits in suburban and downstate areas 
covered a factory in Deerfield, seven public service build- 
ings in Forest View, a school at Hillside, an educational 
building in Oak Lawn, two_ commercial laboratories in 
Skokie, a machine shop in Summit, a 30-apartment build- 
ing with shops in Wilmette, an addition to a telephone 
exchange building in Winnetka, and a dormitory in 
DeKalb. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 
(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Contracts valued at $51,706,000 were awarded in July 
for construction projects in Illinois, a decline of 4.6 per 
cent from the June volume but more than 25 per cent 
above the level of contract awards a year ago. 

Monthly gains of 8.2 per cent in residential construc- 
tion and 27.4 per cent in nonresidential building were 
more than offset by the 27.4 per cent drop in public works 
and utilities construction following the unusually high 
June figure for this group. 

Annually, residential building showed only an insig- 
nificant gain of 1.1 per cent, while nonresidential and 
public works and utilities construction shot up 21.6 per 
cent and 61.5 per cent, respectively. 

The only large contract in Illinois included in the 
July awards covered a sewer project in Cook County esti- 
mated at more than $1,500,000. Chicago territory con- 
tracts were up 8 per cent in the month despite a decline 
in heavy engineering work, but the gain was more than 
counteracted by deciines in other sections of the State, 
particularly the southern area. 

Gains in single-family dwelling construction were par- 
ticularly marked in July in the 37 eastern states, although 
contracts for apartment-house construction declined some- 
what. 

CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 

IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 

















Percentage Change 
July, 1947, from 
Type of Construction July July June 
1947 1946 1947 
July June 
1946 1947 
Total Construction. ...| $51,706 | $40,704 | $54,179 | +27.0 | — 4.6 
Total Building.......... 31,858 28,415 26,850 | +12.1 +18.7 
Residential. .......... 13,277 13,133 12,267 | + 1.1 + 8.2 
Nonresidential........ 18,581 15,282 14,583 +21.6 | +27.4 
Public Works and Utilities} 19,848 12,289 27,329 | +61.5 —27.4 























Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise, the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

Sales in Chicago department stores continued to de- 
cine, as July figures showed a 7 per cent drop from the 
June volume. The prospect of better quality and selection 
of merchandise and new and radically different fashions 
in the fall showings caused many prospective buyers to 
postpone their shopping until later. Higher prices on 
many articles also had an inhibitory effect on sales, 
with most consumer pocketbooks already drained by high 
food and living costs. 

July sales showed an annual margin of 16 per cent, 
large when compared with estimates of expected annual 
margins for the remainder of 1947. Most of this increase, 
however, was attributed to conditions last year, when 
uncertainty concerning the renewal of OPA control 
caused purchasers to hold off buying in hopes that prices 
would be forced down again later. 


Other Kinds of Business 


Retail trade in other independent stores in Chicago 
showed about the same monthly trend as department 
stores, with all outlets combined also dropping 7 per cent. 
Annually, a slightly smaller margin was indicated by the 
all-store gain of only 14 per cent. 

A number of large June-July declines were reported, 
among them florists, 35 per cent; apparel shops, 30 per 
cent (with greatest drops in men’s and boys’ and family 
clothing stores); jewelry stores, 21 per cent; and dry 
goods and general merchandise stores, 15 per cent. In- 
creases were mostly small, although household appliance 
shops and lumber and building materials dealers showed 
gains of 21 per cent and 18 per cent, respectively. 

Most retailers showed fair-sized advances on an an- 
nual basis. Motor vehicle dealers, while still showing the 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 








Percentage Change 
July, 1947, from 7 months, 
1947, from 
July 7 months, 
1946 1946 
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greatest gains, reported only a 69 per cent advance, in con- 
trast with the increases of more than 100 per cent in pre- 
vious months. Radio and household appliance dealers, paint, 
glass, and wallpaper stores, and building materials dealers 
also showed sizable gains. Stationery store sales jumped 
26 per cent whereas those of bookstores (classified in the 
same group) fell off 24 per cent. The only other large 
drop, 42 per cent, occurred in liquor stores with packaged 
goods, although several small declines were recorded. 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES IN 
CHICAGO BY KIND OF BUSINESS 








Percentage Change 
July, 1947, from 


July 
1946 


Kind of Business 
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Grocery and combination stores 
Grocery stores (without fresh meat). . 
Combination stores (groceries, meats) 

Meat markets 

Candy, nut, confectionery stores 

Bakeries, caterers 

Delicatessen stores 

Eating and Drinking Places 

Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms 

Drinking places with meals 

Drinking places without meals 

Liquor Stores (packaged goods) 
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Filling Stations 
Fuel and Ice Dealers 
Drugstores 
Drugstores with fountain 
Drugstores without fountain 
Book and Stationery Stores 
Bookstores 
Stationery stores 
Office, Store, School Supply Dealers 
Office, Store Appliance and Equipment 


Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores 
Variety Stores 
Gift, Novelty, Souvenir Shops........... 
Apparel Group 

Men’s, boys’ clothing and furnishings 


1 i+t Ete be) Setreee it Mhbakan 


Men’s and boys’ clothing stores 
Men’s and boys’ furnishings stores.... 
Family clothing stores 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores 
Women’s accessories stores 
Shoe stores 
Custom tailors 
Furriers, fur shops 
Jewelry Stores 
Automotive Group 
Motor-vehicle dealers 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group....... 
Furniture stores 
Floor coverings, drapery stores 
Other home furnishings stores 
Radio-household appliance dealers 
Household appliance dealers 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group 
Lumber-building materials dealers 
Lumber yards 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores 
Hardware stores 
Miscellaneous 











Source: Bureau of the Census. 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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SPECIAL EMPLOYMENT REPORT 


Estimates of total nonagricultural employment in Illinois, 
prepared jointly by the Employment Statistics Division 
of the Ninth Regional Office of the U. S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics and the Division of Statistics and Re- 
search of the Illinois Department of Labor, have recently 
been greatly revised. Reports now include a number of 
additional groups and more than twice as many employees 
as the older estimates of employment in manufacturing, 
mining, quarrying, and petroleum production, and contract 
construction only. Adjustments were also made in the 
manufacturing group to correspond with the 1945 Social 
Security benchmark, raising previous estimates by ap- 
proximately 50,000. 

The new estimates include all full- and part-time wage 
and salary workers who were employed during the pay 


period nearest the fifteenth of the month, with the excep. 
tion of government workers; Federal employment is as 
of the first of the month, while state and local gover. 
ment employment is shown as the number on the pay 
roll with pay during the calendar month. Proprietors anq 
self-employed persons are excluded from all figures. 

These estimates of employment are made on a monthly 
basis, but are not to be confused with the monthly sample 
of both employment and pay rolls in Illinois firms taken 
by the Illinois Department of Labor acting independently, 
and reported regularly on a city basis in this publication, 
They are here presented as a special feature to show 
the distribution of workers among Illinois industries ip 
this period of high employment and a comparison of 
changes from the June peak and a year ago. 


ESTIMATES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NONAGRICULTURAL ESTABLISHMENTS IN ILLINOIS 
(Number of Workers in Thousands) 




















Percentage Change 

July June July July, 1947, from 

Industry 1947 1947 1946 

June July 

1947 1946 
por Me gt | ae 3113.0 3122.0 2968 .8 —0.3 +4.9 
i cnon a iecivestads es eee heenawakahaewe be 1228.6 1238.3 1165.8 —0.8 +5.4 
ee had a, cane dhbehi es spb eens seer ckehoeeed 717.7 732.9 680.5 —2.1 +5.5 
NE EE >. coca vec neahee seen aun brie see ees Kibms 36.2 35.7 35.0 +1.4 +3.4 
ES DE ICIS A ea fe 197.5 200.0 188.4 —1.3 +4.8 
"RUBMODOTERTION GOUDEN ..... ooo cece scccceccccesecnssens 36.9 36.9 30.8 0.0 +19.8 
PS 5 6 i oo-o 4:4 ang be saree ke be ceed on canes oes oa eo- 26.3 26.4 23.1 —0.4 +13.9 
CE ss scechen shes bn6k Bheewewns de Deewne eee 47.5 52.4 50.2 —9.4 —5.4 
trek cndeveventseernadeneaneawn dels 129.3 134.9 119.6 —4.2 +8.1 
Machinery, except electrical.............. 0... cece cece eee eees 197.4 198.8 188.8 —0.7 +4.6 
Lumber products and furniture.................000eee cence 46.5 47.9 44.5 —2.9 +4.5 
ois aha ds. Caedetiee’ tobeSeess Kebsane KeGE 510.9 505.4 485.3 +1.1 +5.3 
A init aekien te eeTA mad ws We ERERCOLER KS osenn 161.3 154.0 140.0 +4.7 +15.2 
Re ee ee ae ee eee 13.1 13.3 13.0 —1.5 +0.8 
Apparel, finished textile products. ....................2205-- 59.0 60.3 Ss —2.2 +3.3 
es ce ccnehccbieny seach JSuubestas'es 27.4 28.2 27.5 —2.8 —0.4 
NE MIN iil vi sleis ies é Kine v ene weewedithwres sa 89.6 88.6 86.4 +1.1 +3.7 
got GER ee aa hd Snutig-chibbetenen Saad hé ees 55.0 55.1 52.2 —0.2 +5.4 
UE INN, noc ociesscducdubdwibeetecoeeses 15.9 15.5 15.3 +2.6 +3.9 
ee ne ES NO asd cached padionciennle wows oo cae 30.1 29.7 - 30.2 +1.3 —0.3 
Other manufacturing, including rubber and tobacco........... 59.4 60.8 63.6 —2.3 —6.6 
MINING, QUARRYING, AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTION.. 44.7 45.9 46.8 —2.6 —4.5 
Bituminous Coal Production .... 6 ici ceccsccccscccsccccccnces 29.0 30.3 31.0 —4.3 —6.5 
cinta eb aia wena he aEER RMS ew eee eee 8 5.1 5.3 §.1 —3.8 0.0 
Crude Petroleum and Gas Production......................... 10.5 10.3 10.7 +1.9 —1.9 
Se SUE UNE 0 6 cv ccvecccdicrecasrccdocsiccss 120.6 115.6 92.0 +4.3 +31.1 
TRANSPORTATION AND UTILITIES....................... 330.8 326.3 315.6 +1.4 +4.8 
SNE ne ey a eT en ee 145.4 144.0 142.5 +1.0 +2.0 
Lecal Railways aud Bus Limes... ... 2... cccccccscccscescccccss 27.3 27.2 26.9 +0.4 +1.5 
CINE BE WHMOOUIIEE og Sivi cece ss ccc ne dacs can beeenrcanss 43.3 43.2 40.3 +0.2 +7.4 
ee os oi wackee eee dade EO i ned 6 ees dume ness 26.9 26.0 25.0 +3.5 +7.6 
I, isa xin Ka dw iebeine cee eesi cd Esme eee es 56.0 55.1 51.5 +1.6 +8.7 
i + ichGb keys enthbbekbdseeasenkc tess babkanasat 31.9 30.9 29.4 +3.2 +8.5 
A tise ad kewibaue eas evtebedeates ci anandesseek eceis bin 630.0 635.9 603.0 —0.9 +4.5 
55 kbs Nw s aheaewese dda weed Ra CRTAe exe x3 173.3 173.1 166.6 +0.1 +4.0 
I oe aa cari igi gs spi waters \ai ic te Bia rac de bike We Oe ek ware era 456.7 462.9 436.5 —1.3 +4.6 
FINANCE, INSURANCE, AND REAL ESTATE.............. 149.2 148.0 142.6 +0.8 +4.6 
SERVICES AND MISCELLANEOUS ..........cccccccssceccees 331.1 328.5 309.2 +0.8 +7.1 
Hotels and Other Lodging Places. .................ceceeeeeees 34.9 34.4 34.0 +1.5 +2.6 
Other Service and Miscellaneous.....................00-00000: 296.1 294.1 275.2 +0.7 +7.6 
ESSE eS en ne ee a ee 278.1 283.5 293.7 —-1.9 —5.3 
ET ile sn oats Ucar cheihiy rede > 6 oid Sada ae MA Wad RMA wos on 100.1 102.5 127.2 —2.3 —21.3 
ee ied a reat eeu n scale mbes ap eteence® 178.0 181.0 166.5 —1.7 +6.9 

















Source: Illinois Department of Labor and U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, cooperating. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are separately 
recorded each month from data supplied by identical 
frms; thus the change in employment in any one month is 
computed from comparable data. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets. 

This sample covers firms employing only about 30 per 
cent of all nonagricultural workers in the State, and is 
disproportionately heavily weighted by manufacturing 
establishments. Changes should therefore not be con- 
strued as representing total employment changes in any 
particular area.) 

Employment in the sample group of 6,000 Illinois firms 
employing almost 900,000 nonagricultural workers showed 
a slight drop of 1.3 per cent, with pay rolls down 2.0 
per cent between June and July. Declines were to some 
extent ‘the result of vacations, since persons not receiving 


pay during the week of the fifteenth were not counted as 
employed, and unpaid holiday and vacation periods cut 
down the amount of wage payments. 

Manufacturing employment continued the slight but 
steady decline begun last March, following the February 
postwar peak, with a drop of 1.6 per cent between June 
and July. Pay rolls were also down for the month, 2.6 
per cent, following two months of gains. Automobile, 
blast furnaces and rolling mills, electrical machinery and 
apparatus, and heating and plumbing equipment firms 
showed the greatest declines in wage payments. Annually, 
gains of only 4 per cent in number of workers and 16.5 
per cent in pay rolls were reported. 

Nonmanufacturing firms showed declines of barely 0.5 
per cent in both employment and pay rolls, with most 
noticeable decreases in the mining and miscellaneous 
groups. 

Weekly earnings dropped to $52.32 for both sexes 
combined in all groups, $53.65 for manufacturing firms. 
Hourly earnings in the latter averaged $1.33 for a work 
week of 40.4 hours. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


























" - July, 1947, indexes 
vrneuntege Change June 15 - July 15, ote (1935-1939 = 100) 
: All Reporting Manufacturing Manufacturing 
City-Area Establishments* Establishments Establishments 
Employment Pay Rolls | Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls - 
Ey Cts 5a Ki Apa ne Dalene —1.3 —2.0 —1.6 —2.6 127.8 270.0 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. —1.4 -—1.9 —2.0 —2.9 133.9 283.1 
Rn, ee ee ne —1.7 —1.8 —2.4 —3.0 130.6 280.0 
Waukegan-North Chicago.............. +9.9 +7.2 +10.7 St a re Teme 
CURE GUIOO GHORB,.. oo oi cbs ee nas —1.0 —4.5 —1.4 —4.0 145.4 289.0 
DOWNSTATE AREA... ..ccescccccss —1.0 —2.2 —0.8 —1.9 117.6 249.1 
Alton-Wood River area................ —2.0 +1.3 —2.1 +1.2 177.5 405.0 
CE fe cecuith sc ttn sku a hos <eesneek —2.2 —3.9 —1.6 —4.0 139.2 340.1 
Belleville........ RR aR eye —4.6 +2.6 —4.6 +2.7 76.0 180.8 
Bloomington-Normal.................. +0.3 +5.6 +0.8 +6.7 173.6 335.9 
Champaign-Urbana.................... +1.8 +2.4 +4.6 0... b. .«ate, aes 
Ay ccna se kbCbtpde er eeed anes +1.3 —0.0 +1.4 —0.4 78.2 166.4 
ee OOO +1.1 —3.4 +1.1 —3.8 124.9 278.8 
i ER ee er —0.5 . +2.2 —0.9 —0.2 116.7 229.4 
De Shae ssa S6SSy wae veacavewind tees —1.2 —6.1 —0.6 —6.6 103.4 198.0 
SL J ic)i dee NUE Ge eke oe ee ice —0.7 —0.5 —0.6 —0.5 90.0 193.4 
ee TT Te —6.9 —4.0 —6.9 =G0'° £° /siges: “E “Seuaa 
Ds occ eve seen tteewmanas —1.5 +4.5 —1.5 +4.5 117.3 229.6 
ii aide See alis a % ok nackte hein —5.2 —11.9 —5.8 —13.3 115.9 251.3 
Kankakee-Bradley area................ —2.2 —10.8 —2.4 —10.9 137.5 302.5 
EL bca:dou nak wens £6 0awinehnd, ceca +0.0 +1.5 +0.2 55 4) ~ bscae ba eee 
LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —31.2 —43.0 —31.8 —43.8 83.1 144.8 
A ot Pa eres +1.5 —25.9 +1.4 wane: ' 2 '- -lecean “2° | seas 
NS cv clinndecVesvcdasvar vaseus ne —0.6 —1.8 —0.4 —1.6 134.6 291.9 
clin Nag A oa ate bs cmhit Rated —1.7 —12.9 —2.5 cat a ee bee 
re ere ee —0.7 —0.7 —0.9 —0.8 152.9 276.1 
NN ahs Binet dds gosh sibs pniienniel +9.2 +12.4 +10.2 +13.2 135.3 252.9 
eG NSEC IRE —1.8 —4.0 —-1.7 —4.0 142.1 341.9 
os nabs Goes ehiktaherahe —11.7 —6.5 —12.0 —6.6 112.4 242.3 
ane che sxdars uren een +0.5 +3.0 +0.1 +3.4 273.0 571.3 
Sterling-Rock Falls ............0sece00 +2.9 +5.8 +3.0 +5.8 121.2 301.5 
ie Thiel in naeers Anca acetates +5.3 —7.2 +5.4 we 8 i sine &..18. wee 
GL. Ci. ce chtnhwancgmewenn'e +1.5 —0.7 +4.0 +3.1 97.3 197.5 























* As manufacturin 


Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 


industries over-weight the sample, changes do not necessarily represent changes in total employment. 


[4 





BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

Glass and glass products and chemicals, explosives, and 
soaps firms reported declines in July, as employment dropped 
2.0 per cent in the sample, while offsetting gains in blast 
furnaces and rolling mills and petroleum refining industries 
sent pay rolls up 1.3 per cent. Bank debits dropped 0.3 per 
cent from June but rose 20.3 per cent from last July, while 
retail trade showed a similar but more accentuated trend. 
Postal receipts were up slightly on both bases, and building 
permit valuations jumped 25 per cent-in the month. 


AURORA (Pop. Est. 48,500) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

Most major industries reported declines as sample employ- 
ment and pay rolls dropped 2.2 per cent and 3.9 per cent, re- 
spectively, in July. Postal receipts were down 8.4 per cent from 
June but up 10.7 per cent from last July, whereas bank debits 
showed gains on both bases. A 17.1 per cent monthly decrease 
in department store trade caused a 3.3 per cent annual sales 
decline. Building permit valuations were down one-third. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. Est. 32,000) 


{Betiesie is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
ountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Diverse activity in beverage and shoe manufacturing firms 
caused a 4.6 per cent drop in employment and a 2.6 per cent 
gain in pay rolls in the July sample. Postal receipts increased 
5.6 per cent from June to a level slightly higher than last year, 
while retail trade dropped in the month but was up for the year. 
Building permit valuations jumped 67 per cent from June. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and ven- 
tilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines and 
ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, and 
candy. It also has railroad shops.) 

Heating and plumbing equipment firms accounted for most 
of the sample July gains of 0.3 per cent in employment and 
5.6 per cent in pay rolls. Postal receipts, up 18.5 per cent from 
June, were still down 1.6 per cent from last July, whereas bank 
debits rose slightly in the month to a 29.2 per cent annual gain. 
Valuations of building permits were more than doubled in 
the month. 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA (Pop. 37,366) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) . 

Employment and pay rolls advanced 1.8 per cent and 2.4 
per cent, respectively, in the July sample, with greatest gains 
in manufacturing firms. Postal receipts were down more than 
20 per cent for the month and year in Champaign, but showed 
a 12.1 per cent annual gain in Urbana despite the large monthly 
decline. Bank debits dropped 5.7 per cent from June but were 
8.9 per cent above July, 1946, while building permit valuations 
jumped 63 per cent. 


CHICAGO (Pop. Est. 3,450,000) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 


cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio anq 
auto accessories.) 

Employment declines in automobile and electrical machi 
and apparatus manufacturing and department and variety, retail 
food, and miscellaneous retail stores were reflected in the 17 

r cent decrease in number of workers in the July sample. 
ay rolis also dropped, 1.8 per cent, as all major groups 
except foods and leather products indicated declines. Decreases 
were reported between June and July for postal receipts, 1] 
per cent; bank debits, 5.7 per cent; and retail trade, 7.0 per 
cent; annual gains for the three groups ranged between 12 
per cent and 4 per cent. Valuations of building permits in- 
creased 31.1 per cent in the month to a July level of $11,177,467, 


DANVILLE (Pop. Est. 40,000) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mi 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, gy 4 and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

A 13 per cent advance in employment and a slight drop 
in pay rolls in the July sample-reflected gains in nonferrous 
metals firms, declines in electrical machinery and apparatus 
shops, and diversity in car building and repair firms. Postal 
receipts were down 3.6 per cent in the month but showed a 
16.0 per cent annual gain, while bank debits jumped 12.0 per 
cent from June and 20.5 per cent from July, 1946. Valuations 
of building permits were up to one-and-one-half times the 
June figure. 


DECATUR (Pop. Est. 63,750) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

Gains in automobile parts factories and declines in foundry 
and forge, heating and plumbing equipment, and sheet iron and 
tin plate firms, together with more workers and smaller wage 
payments in railway car building and repair and women’s and 
children’s clothing firms, caused a 1.1 per cent advance in em- 
ployment and a 3.4 per cent drop in pay rolls in the July sample. 
Postal receipts, department store sales, and general retail trade 
all showed declines between June and July, but were up for the 
year, while bank debits advanced slightly in the month and 
25.8 per cent annually. Building permit valuations dropped only 
7.5 per cent between June and July. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. Est. 80,000) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad or e ~ zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

_ Increased operations in meat packing helped to offset de- 
clines in chemicals, explosives and soaps, heating and plumbing 
equipment, and rubber products firms as employment dropped 
0.5 per cent and pay rolls rose 2.2 per cent in the July sample. 
Retail trade, down 8 per cent from June, was 10 per cent above 
the July, 1946, level, while both postal receipts and bank debits 
showed gains for the month and year. Building permit valua- 
tions were only about half as great in July as in June. 


ELGIN (Pop. Est. 44,000) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, capping and filling machines, 
water softeners, street sweepers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, 
cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is 
another important industry.) 

Department stores, electrical machinery and apparatus shops, 
and watches, clocks, and jewelry firms contributed to the July 
sample declines of 1.2 per cent in employment and 6.1 per cent 
in pay rolls. Monthly decreases of 6.3 per cent in bank debits, 
20.7 per cent in department store trade, and 20.8 per cent in 
postal receipts were reported for July, with annual changes of 
+10.5 per cent, +0.7 per cent, and —12.4 per cent, respectively. 
Building permits were valued at $165,170, almost double the 
amount of the June valuations. 
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FREEPORT (Pop. Est. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm region. Some industries are insurance and the 
manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil burners, 
windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical equipment.) 

Slight declines of 0.7 per cent in employment and 0.5 per 
cent in pay rolls in the July sample were attributed to sub- 
stantial reductions in the electrical machinery and apparatus 
industry. Postal receipts advanced 7.1 per cent between June 
and July to a level 16.1 per cent above that of a year ago, while 
building permit valuations dropped almost 80 per cent in the 
month from the extraordinarily high June figure. 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, firebrick, horseshoes, packaging machines, bakery 
machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, dairy 
products, and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal mines, 
limestone quarries.) 

Employment and pay-roll declines of 5.2 per cent and 11.9 
per cent, respectively, followed the decreased activity in blast 
furnaces and rolling mills, foundries and forges, “other paper 
goods” factories, and railway car building and repair shops in 
the July sample. Retail trade, department store sales, and postal 
receipts dropped noticeably in the month but showed annual 
gains, whereas increases on both bases were reported for bank 
debits. Valuations of building permits were up more than 50 
per cent from the June level. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. Est. 24,200) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Agricultural implement and furniture and cabinet work firms 
were responsible for most of the July sample declines of 2.2 
per cent in employment and 10.8 per cent in pay rolls. Postal 
receipts advanced 3.7 per cent in the month and 29.8 per cent 
in the year, while department stores reported sales declines of 
\4.7 per cent and 9.4 per cent, respectively, in the same periods. 
Building permit valuations showed a small gain of 8.3 per cent. 


MATTOON (Pop. Est. 20,000) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
tailroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and. Diesel engines.) 

Chamber of Commerce reports showed gains of 9.1 per cent 
and 3.1 per cent in postal receipts and bank debits, re- 
spectively, for the month, with annual advances of 5.3 per 
cent and 11.9 per cent. A June-July increase of 5.1 per cent 
brought employment up to 29.2 per cent above the July, 1946, 
level, although pay rolls dropped 21.4 per cent in the month, 
retaining a 61 per cent annual margin. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
stoves, and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed. 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Reductions in blast furnaces and rolling mills, electrical 
machinery and apparatus, machinery and machine tool, and 
railway car building and repair industries caused a 0.7 per cent 
decline in both employment and pay rolls in the July sample. 
Postal receipts and bank debits were down less than 5 per cent 
in the month, with annual gains of 74 per cent and 15.2 per 
cent, respectively. Retail trade and department store sales 
showed much greater < ager f declines, 17 per cent and 14 per 
cent, and annual margins of only 2 per cent and 3 per cent. 
Valuations of building permits were up to 187 per cent of the 
June figure. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000) 


(Quincy has engestnt industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 


pumps, industrial trainers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 


Resumption of normal activity following June shutdowns 
caused by flood conditions resulted in July gains of 9.2 per 
cent in employment and 12.4 per cent in pay rolls in the sample 
group. Postal receipts were up 1.0 per cent from June and 8.2 
per cent from July, 1946, as bank debits showed monthly and 
annual gains of 5.6 per cent and 27.3 per cent, respectively, and 
building permit valuations jumped 82 per cent to about the same 
level as May. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 


manufacturing center for gig machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Automobile parts, heating and plumbing equipment, ma- 
chinery and machine tool; and sheet iron and tin plate manu- 
facturers contributed to the July sample declines of 1.8 per cent 
in employment and 4.0 per cent in pay rolls. Postal receipts 
and bank debits dropped slightly in the month but were up 53 
per cent and 23.6 per cent, ere for the year, while 
department store trade slipped 17.6 per cent from June levels 
to 7.6 per cent above July, 1946. Building permit valuations 
more than trebled in the month, but electric power sales dropped 
7.6 per cent. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. Est. 87,500) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting peste, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

July sample declines of 0.6 per cent in employment and 1.8 
per cent in pay rolls in Moline were attributed to the agricul- 
tural implement industry, while sharp declines in Rock Island 
resulted from the temporary closing for repairs of a rubber 
products firm. Postal receipts advanced slightly in the month 
and more than 25 per cent in the year in both cities, as bank 
debits showed even greater gains on both bases. Retail trade 
and department store sales dropped 6 per cent and 16 per cent 
in the month but advanced 16 per cent and 3 per cent, respec- 
tively, in the year. Building permit valuations were down 15 per 
cent in Rock Island but jumped 67 per cent in Moline between 
June and July. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. Est. 85,000) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Gains in automobile Parts and flour, feed, and other cereals 
industries and in coal mines offset declines for shoe and agricul- 
tural implement producers, as employment and pay rolls rose 
0.5 per cent and 3.0 per cent, respectively, in the July sample. 
Postal receipts and bank debits advanced 13.1 per cent and 0.5 
per cent, respectively, in the month, and were up more than 
22 per cent in the year. Retail trade and department store 
sales, however, dipped noticeably in the month, retaining annual 
margins of only 10 per cent. Building permit valuations more 
than trebled between June and July. 


CRAB ORCHARD AREA 


(A large “dispersed city” area embracing Jackson, Williamson, and 
Franklin counties surrounds Lake Crab Orchard. These three counties, 
containing the larger cities of Benton, Carbondale, Herrin, Johnston 
City, Marion, Murphysboro, and West Frankfort, and densely popu- 
lated rural areas, have a total pulation of 130,396. Coal mines 
constitute the principal industry, although there are also wood product 
plants, clothing manufacturers, home appliance and shoe factories, and 
diversified agriculture in the region.) 

A sharp July increase in building activity in all four cities 
caused advances in permit valuations of 315 per cent in the 
month and 134 per cent in the year. Postal receipts were up 
8 per cent, but 0.6 per cent below the July, 1946, level. June 
sales tax reports showed a slight tri-county gain over May 


trade, and a 22.6 per cent annual margin. 
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